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AGENDA 
CORNELIUS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 
Wednesday, February 28, 2024 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
The Gallery Room, Cornelius Public Library 

In-Person (Virtual as needed) Meeting 
 

Committee Members: 

Maria Rubio   Centro Cultural of Washington County 
Eugene Zurbrugg  Commercial Property Owner 
Neal Knight   Retired - Cherry Products Auto Body 
Rhonda Wrobel  Higher Taste Ltd 
Bill Reid   City of North Plains 
Michelle Gilbertson  Sheldon Manufacturing 
Claudia Yakos   Forest Grove/Cornelius Chamber of Commerce 
Bruce (Coach) Fleskes  Coach Sarge Cine 
Aimee Hall   Springer Auto Body 

 
 
Self-introductions (All)        11:30 – 11:45 
  
Commission By-Laws, Terms, and Election of Officers (Peter)  11:45 – 11:50 

 
2024 Quarterly Meetings (Peter)       11:50 – 11:55 
 
Cornelius Economic Development Background (Barbara/Peter)  11:55 – 12:30 
  
Long Range Planning (Barbara)      12:30 – 12:45 
 
Updates (All)         12:45 – 12:55 
 
Good of the Order (All)       12:55 – 1:00 
                         
Adjournment         1:00  
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Parking Lot Agenda Items: 

- Community development tour 
- Community Reinvestment presentation and discussion 
- Business retention discussion 
- Cultural District formation planning and funding 
- Conversation with the Forest Grove/Cornelius Chamber of Commerce 
- Invite student group to present their findings (Bill and Barbara) 
- Matt Craigie from Washington County to discuss workforce development 
- Term renewals (January) 

 
2024 Economic Development Commission Meeting Dates: 

- Tuesday January 9 joint meeting with Cornelius Planning Commission 
- Wednesday February 28 
- Wednesday April 24 
- Wednesday August 28 
- Wednesday November 27 

 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Summary Meeting Presentation 



Cornelius Economic Development 
Commission

February 28, 2024



Economic Development Commission

• EDC By-Laws

• 9 Members, 
maximum of 15

Member Position
Term 

Expires

Maria Rubio 1 Dec-24

Gene Zurbrugg 2 Dec-24

Neal Knight 3 Dec-24

Rhonda Wrobel 4 Dec-26
VACANT 5

Bill Reid 6 Dec-24

Michelle Gilbertson 7 Dec-26

VACANT 8

Claudia Yakos 9 Dec-26

Bruce (Coach) Fleskes 10 Dec-26

Aimee Hall 11 Dec-26

VACANT 12

VACANT 13

VACANT 14

VACANT 15

https://www.codepublishing.com/OR/Cornelius/#!/Cornelius02/Cornelius0285.html


Terms and Election of Officers

• Three year terms, up to three terms, can sit out one year and re-apply

• Staggered to ensure coverage

• Chair appointed each January by Commission, also Vice-Chair and 
Secretary

• Chair is one-year term, can do two consecutive terms

• Secretary is City Manager or designee, also ex-officio member



2024 Meetings

• Quarterly meetings established for the year, can call special meetings

❖  Tuesday, January 9, 2024

❖  Wednesday, February 28, 2024

❖  Wednesday, April 24, 2024

❖  Wednesday, August 28, 2024

❖  Wednesday, November 27, 2024



Economic Development Background

Cornelius Urban Renewal Plan

• Developed through robust community 
outreach

• Adopted in July 2019

• $25.6 M in tax-increment financing over 
~21 years



Cornelius Urban Renewal Plan

• Goals

– Transportation: Improve the overall transportation network in 
Cornelius

– Developer Incentives: Facilitate development in Cornelius, 
stimulating economic growth and enhanced livability for the 
community

– Creating Community: (1) Strengthen and re-establish “Old Town” 
as the heart of Cornelius (2) Celebrate and reconnect with the 
natural environment

• Currently $446,379 cash on hand







Town Center Plan, Adopted in 2019

Key Concepts
• Build on existing public assets

• Diversify amenities and services

• Add community spaces and events

• Improve traffic congestion and safety

• Enhance livability for all residents



Economic Opportunities Analysis (EOA)
Core Initiatives – Planning Commission 3/26/24
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